166  WITH TIGERS AND BIG GAME
and did not know their preference for shooting their own game, so he brought these to me to save me trouble.
I had a more amusing illustration once of the kindly desire of the simple Indian, resident in the jungle, to meet what he believed to be the wishes of his European guest. I was passing through a small and remote Native State on a somewhat hurried journey towards head-quarters, I had to halt for a day to allow my camp followers to overtake me. The Chief told me that a panther had killed a goat very near my camp, and that he had arranged for a beat so that I might get the panther. The beat was unsuccessful; and when it was over the Chief asked me if I could not stay until the next day,, in which case, he said, he was perfectly certain that I would get the beast. I expressed regret that I must leave at a very early hour in the morning. Next morning he was present to say good-bye, and with Mm he had brought the panther in a cage-like trap mounted on wheels. It had been caught in the night; and he suggested that I should shoot the beast through the bars of the cage. He was somewhat disappointed when I declined to take that step ; but his disappointment passed away when I told him that I should prefer to take the panther with me and present it to the small zoological garden at Nagpur.
The jungle tribes have a great variety of traps for wild animals. One of these is a little enclosure of thick bamboo fencing,, within which a goat is tied near a spear firmly fixed in the ground at a particular angle* The goat bleats in the night, and so attracts the panther. The fence is just too high to allow the panther to see over, but is low enough to form an easy jump. The panther gathers himself for a spring, clears the fence, and is transfixed by the spear.
Another trap is to place a poisoned arrow in a fixed bow against a rock or a tree in such a position as to command the path by which a tiger is accustomed to come and go. To this bow are attached four strings, two on each side. The first on the right hand is a String high enough to be touched by the neck or body of a bullock, or of a man who may be